
Tmi i,(}.cGfE OF AITCIlISON'S HiWBH---"---,------------
The bool~ en vie'V1here is th~; oldest sur 'living Ninu.te Book of any J.1asonic

Lodge. It recorus the meetings of the JJoc\1e of Ai tchison' s Haven? which
became extinct jn 185.1, The Lodge vas one of those Lodges ,,·,hich, meeting in
Edinburgh in 17]6? fOU,1118dG:;;cJlla.Lodg8~ When the Lodge became dormant the
r'Iinu.te Book passed into private hands and vTnS purchased at auction by Grand
Lodge ear.ly in 1981.

The book
Hasonb JJodge;
minute in the
of the Nobile
heavine" 0

contains the earll.est known minute of meetjng of any Scottish
indeed the minute (dated 1598) is probably the oldest Masonic

"vorld~ The hook ie €n.t.i tIed "'rhe Bulk of the Actle and Ordinans
l1ais teris and Fellm·fS of Craft of the Ludg of Ai tchison' s

This old minute is o.nted 9th J:muary 1598 nn,d is thus eigh,teen months
older than the earlie::; t !Jli.Dl~ te of th~ Loclge of Edinburgh (Hary's Chapel)
No. 19 which is dated"UltJrrlo July '1599" (31::1t July 1599).

The minu.te reads as folloi'!s:-

The 1X day of Janurie the Zier ()f God upr)H ye qukilk da,y Hobed
Uidderspoon \'1CW mald Ji'ellm.,r of Craft in ye preoens of \Vilzam Ay tone
Elder J ohne Fender bcj ng Ha-ruc]l, .Johue Podden Thomas Pi ttencrieff
John Crafurd? G80rp:e Ay tone l-JilzHme ,Aytone Yt)UTIG'erHendrie Petticrieff
all 1:'e11m.,is of Craft u.])on ye qukilk clay he choie George Aytone Johne
Pedden to be his intc:.QQers and im'ltrucTouris and also ye said
Hobert he payit his XZ oh. and his gluffis to every l1aister aB efferis~

eelle 9.bo'.re tranecription is by the late Broth8J:'Hnllace-Jame(1).

Mode:rv.:i_sinF,the language? the minute 1IIOU,ldread:·-

The 9th cl,W of January in the year of God 1590; upon the \,rhich day Robert
Widderspoon ~vas made a fello", of GTaIt in the presence of "lilliam Ay ton Senr.,
John Fender (Harden)? John FccIden, ThomaA rittencrieff, John CrafUJ~d9 George
Ayton9 William Ayton Junr. and Hel1(lrie Pctticrieff 9 all being fellows of
CraIt. On the 1I1h10hday he chose George Ayton and John Pedden as his proposer
and seconder, ani!. as his L1fltructors; als09 the said Robert paid his 20
shillings ffi1d made offerings of gloves to every master.

(The money \.,rould be 20 shillings Scots - a very small sum. It was also
custom:o.ry in those d~\ys that the net'lly admitted mason bought gloves for
those present).

The book contains alsQ a copy of the Seh,ul statutes, to "'Thieh John
Fender \var:Ja signatoIJT.

'l.'he vill8.{jc of Ai tchison ~0 RO,'J'0nJay in ITidlot1,iiol1 to tho \<J0.3 t of
Levenha.ll? J.1':)er Hor:;~:tson~s Rn.ven? b'l'I; it no long~r exi8 LS. '1'118'11:1 'I,::t{~'e
had a cilELdaJ.:' f:w"! Kin,3" ,1':IT'1Cn V i,n1 ~:26 ?J'lrJ. 'tJ1GLodge ma;jThaye dp,tcc1 from that
time. By tl1i.r~ Ch::.~;:seY' '~:lemo,Dm 0:f Neuk;,-:;iJ.A 1'18":'8 elfl'Po;!WJ~0dto huL:.Q a
h8..Tbour from 'V'l1.ich to 8Lil' the co~.l '\;[11::::'-::1 fJ~orn U19 coaJfir~1,18 at F:wstcngrange.

A fl),11 n::'cOt..1.1"'.-tof t,i13 Lo(\;-e9 in,clud:iIl{3' t:r.'-"w:w.dptions of mest of the
m:l"'a-cc"l 1)r)fort:? 10:°9 .i8 to b9 f01.1.r.l'i in Voluroe J:",(IVof th"'l Proceecangn of
L{)(:.:~eQ.'.',':,LuorCor".n2,t5,~ Noo 2076, J~lJ!:.lish Corl;:"! Ututlon 5.n CL pQpeJ~ ?;'.i.ven to the
L, ,,":re in 1911 by JJJ:O-tl,t:lY' noE~ \J,::J.lar;;C)-.T('vres, Fast I1aster? Lo(15l~ S t ,John
K:;_~_·;d.rF]irg9 Eo. 57? Ha..Jij.Lng tun.
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